Changing Only the Database Name

The following steps describe how to change the database name without changing

the DBID.

1. Ensure that you have a recoverable whole database backup.

2. Ensure that the target database is mounted but not open, and that it was shut

down consistently prior to mounting. For example:

SHUTDOWN IMMEDIATE

STARTUP MOUNT

3. Invoke the utility on the command line, specifying a valid user with the

SYSDBA privilege. You must specify both the DBNAME and SETNAME

parameters. This example changes the name to test_db2:

% nid TARGET=SYS/oracle@test_db DBNAME=test_db2 SETNAME=YES

DBNEWID performs validations in the headers of the control files (not the

datafiles) before attempting I/O to the files. If validation is successful, then

DBNEWID prompts for confirmation, changes the database name in the control

files, and exits. After DBNEWID completes successfully, the database is left

mounted but is not yet usable.
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Connected to database TEST_DB (DBID=3942196782)

Control Files in database:

/oracle/dbs/cf1.f

/oracle/dbs/cf2.f

Change database name of database TEST_DB to TEST_DB2? (Y/[N]) => Y

Proceeding with operation

Database name changed from TEST_DB to TEST_DB2 - database needs to be

shutdown.

Modify parameter file and generate a new password file before restarting.

DBNEWID - Successfully changed database name

If validation is not successful, then DBNEWID terminates and leaves the target

database intact. You can open the database, fix the error, and then either resume

the DBNEWID operation or continue using the database without changing the

database name.

4. Shut down the database. For example:

SHUTDOWN IMMEDIATE

5. Set the DB_NAME initialization parameter in the initialization parameter file to

the new database name.

6. Create a new password file.

7. Start up the database and resume normal use. For example:

STARTUP
